AB3STRAC

HA-118

MiSON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. 25(27) 1766
Slate Hill, Pennsylvania vicinity

Public/private

Milestone No. 25(27) marks Mason and Dixon's 25th horizontal riile west of the
initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point of their
WJest Line. It is an original crownstone of 1766, one of only 24 remaining on

this boundary line, and one of only 3 remaining within the present Harford/York
county boundary. It is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal
top,quarried and carved in England. Originally measuring about 12" square by

about 4)%' long, it was cut to stand about 3' above ground. Reset in 1902 in its
original site, it stood about 1}2' above ground, with a concrete collar. surrounding
the base below ground. It now stands about 1' high, measures about 11" square, and
is in fair condition, unaltered. The Penn shield on the north (Pennsylvania) side
and the Calvert shield on the south (Maryland) side are indistinct; the fluting

and margins are gone; and the top planes are no longer distinguishable, for the
whole stone is very weathered and with chips along all edges and corners. On
federal and state levels, this monument is primarily significant not only as one

of the original markers still defining the boundary commonly known as the Mason-
Dixon Line since Civil War time, but alsc for its representation of the settlement
of longstanding provincial boundary disputes and the innovative survey methods
utilized by Mason and Dixon a century earlier. Locally, it is significant as

one of the diminishing number of objects and structures still visually identifiable

with our colomial and Civil War heritage.,




ABSTRACT

HA- [

MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. --(25) 1902
(site) in west edge of Susquehanna River, Slate Hill, Pennsylvania vicinity
No access

This new, very plain monument of Port Deposit granite, was set along Mason and
Dixon's West Line in 1902 at an irregular interval between the originai?gélestone
Nos. 23(24) and 24(26) at the time of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-
Pennsylvania boundary in order to more clearly delineate this famous Line. It
measured about 12" square by about 5¥' long; was flat on top, and embellished

only by the blocky V-cut capital letters P on the north (Pennsylvania) side and

M on the south (Maryland) side; and was set to stand about 1/%2' above ground, with
the below-ground portion left rough-cut. Now believed inundated by the impoundment
created by the construction of the Conowingo Dam across the Susquehanna River in
1928, it is significant only as a short-lived addition to £nE°%8,268 of /monuments

and mounds/ggé%%lly marking the West Line.,




, G
SUrvey noe N

{10 H3Z number assigned)

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST :iigi no.

— INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

iEAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THZ MASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP)

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon's)West Line,

AND/OR COMMON
Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. -- (1900-03 Resurvey Monument No. 25)

BEJLOCATION

sTrReeTa NUMBer Off west side of Susquehanna River and old canal

CITY. TOWN Slate Hill U R A Ak Kol
X_ VICINITY OF
STATE CQUNTY
Pennsylvania MD: Harford/Pa: York
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS N/A PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X puBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISI?ON ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
. X OBJECT __IN PROCESS _.YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNFESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
XnNo __MILITARY X _OTHER state

boundary maxker
EOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

NAME State of Maryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvan i
Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN ; sTATE, zip code
___ VICINITY OF
B%OCATION OF LEGALDESCRIPTION /s piper 4.
ee surrounding property ownership list) "

COURTHOUSE. FOliO # :
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. .

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

[ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS(also see Thematic.Groyp IR
nomination

TITLE
Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvenia Boundary

DATE

1900-03 X reoerat X STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

.—.  DEPOSITORY FOR . . . .
SURVEY RECORDS National Archives, Department of State

CITY. TOWN o STATE .
Washington District of Columbia




Y RN
DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ? X _UNALTERED ? XORIGINAL SITE (%Ii; sfi%;‘
—GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE p_ace

—AR (%éfﬁggg? inundated)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Milestone No. --(25), a new Port Deposit granite monument added to

Mason and Dixon's West Line in 1902 at a new site, not marking a mile, was
set during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania
boundary. Identical to lilestone No. 22(23), a short distance east, on the
Cecil/Lancaster county boundary, it served to delineate the state boundary
at this point from 1902 until about 1928, at which time it is believed to
have been inundated feollowing the construction of the Conowingo Dam, some

5% miles to the south across the Susquehanna River.

The area here before the dam was built, was apparently a narrow, marshy
stragg/%g¥aiigfi%§dtﬁg g%gqﬁgﬁg%na River, with a few cottages =and other
structures sprinkled alcng the way, with a steep wooded bluff rising along
the western edge. The site is on the west side of the Susquehanna, at the
west edge of the old canal, well within the area shown as inundated on the
USGS quadrangle (Sdme 150' or more). It is at a point about 3 miles
southeast of the scattered settlement of Slate Hill, Pennsylvania; about

4 miles northeast of the scattered settlement of FYrospect, Maryland.

The monument may have been inundated or may have been removed at the
time of the dam construction--but has not been reset elsewhere along Mason
and Dixon's West Line or accounted for in available references, and
described only in the 1950 inspection notes (Bayliff, 1959, P 96) as "now
covered with water in the Conowingo Lake'" and not found or photographed.
Identical to lMilestone FKo. 22(23), it originally measured about 12" square
by about 5'6" long; was of Port Deposit granite characteristically salt-and-
peppery in coloration; dressed to stand about 18" above ground, with the
below-ground base left rough-cut as it came from the quarry. It was very
plain, with a flat top, and embellisized only by a/2%8§¥§1 ng%gr P on the

north (Pennsylvania) side and M on the south (Maryland) side,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



£} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOQLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANN NG —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE — RELIGION

—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW _SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAIL/HUMANITARIAN
X_1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING __MusSIC —THEATER

*1800-1899 —COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS — INDUSTRY KPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION boundary surveying

SPECIFIC DATES 1902 {(inundated 1928?) BNM.OERZABCH{IE(T Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon
SURVEYORS .

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone Ho. --(25) is significant primarily as one of the monuments added
at the time of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary to
visually identify the Mason-Dixon Line more clearly. And, although it is believed
inundated within the area flcoded following the construction of the Conowingo
Dam across the Susquehanna River in 1928, it is important to include for the
record of this West Line history, for it was set on the Line, even though not
at a point marking an actual mile distance from the original No. 23(24) standing

sentinel on the bluff overlooking the Susquehanna on the east side.

HISTORY AND SUPPCRT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



LA MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __less than one acre

USGS Conowingo Dam quadrangle; scale 1:24000, 7.5 minute series (topographic)

UTM: 18.39361.439732

(approximately, not shown on gquadrangle)

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

sTaTE  Maryland COUNTY  Harford
STATE . COUNTY —
Pennsylvania York
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

ilice Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon West Line boundary marker surveyor)

ORGANIZATION ATE

B D from ref
Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey  4/80 ( rom Tererences

anly )
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14308 Mount avenue 301/472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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Larvey Jo.  Za=115

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi -o. 1301154234

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

W\IAME BOUNDARY MiRKERS ~LONG THE MaSON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP)

HISTORIC  (Mason and Dixon's) West Line, 25th !ile Stone

AND/OR COMMON _ »
Mason-Dixon Line: NFilestone No. 25 (1900-03 Resurvey lMonument No. 27)

BLOCATION (not for publication)

streeTanumeer  Off north side of Korth Cooper Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Slate Hill X_ VICINITY OF MD: 1 / PA: 19
STATE Pennsylvania M8 farford / PA: York
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS K/A PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT X pusLiC __OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
_—_BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
_STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISI‘N?&I ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
X OBJECT —IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL _mANspong%TéQéqe
—NO __MILITARY X _OTHER

boundary marker
uOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

NaAME State of Maryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN sTaTE, zip code
VICINITY OF

B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 1/

. ) g Liber #:
(55§ sArrounding property ownership list) Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. :
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE

TAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (als0 see Then

TITLE

RER R

Harford County Historic 5ites Inventory

DATE
HA-118 entered 11/69

DEPOSITORY FOR o ]
SURVEY RECORDS Maryland Historical Trust

_FEDERALX_STATE —COUNTY _LOCAL

CITY. TOWN ] STATE
Annapolis Maryland




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
_.GOOoD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
X faR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. 25(27) marks Mason and Dixon's 25th horizontal mile west
of the initial stone at the northeast corner of lMaryland, the beginning point
of their West Line. It is one of only 3 original crownstones of 1766 still
standing along the Harford/York county boundary, is in fair condition,

unaltered, and remains/g%rg%g E%Eginal site, although reset in 1902.

The area here is gently rolling farmland, interspersed with deciduous
woods, much of it still retained and farmed by the Cooper family, among the
early settlers here. The site is located about 2 miles southeast ol tne
scattered settlement of Slate dill, Pennsylvaniaj; about 3 miles northeast of
the cirossroads settlement of Prospect, Maryland; at a point about 200' north
cf NHorth Cooper Road, about 500' southeast of Jason Cooper's house, in the
middle of a sloping, fenced pasture. It can be easily seen from the road,

all seasons.

The monument, standing/gg%zt 1l' above ground, is inconspicuous, in part
because of its badly weathered surfaces. Originally quarried and carved in
England; cut about 4%' long by about 12" square , with a low pyramidal top;
it was set to stand about 3' or more above ground. When reset during the
course of the 1900-03% Resurvey of the lMaryland-Pennsylvania boundary, it was
presumably standing about 1%' high. It now stands about 6" lower; all edges
and corners are chipped; all surfaces very weathered,and nicked from farm
machinery; the shields of the Penn family arms on the north (Pennsylvania)
side and Calvert family arms on the south (Maryland) side are distinguishable

but 21l fluting and margins are gone, and the top planes no longer remain.

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form Zfor descriptions of
the original Mason and Jixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of
resetting these)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



HAR-I13

Kl SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
"REHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC . COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
__1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —__EDUCATION —MILITARY _~SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
X_‘l 700-1799 __ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
X_1800-1899 —_COMMERCE X._EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT KOTHER {SPECIFY)
__INVENTION boundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) EUXRERVAREHIERK Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon
SURVEYORS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cf the some 248 monuments and mounds presently marking Mason and Dixon's
West Line, there are 24 original crownstones and 111 original milestones
of 1766-67 still standing. Milestone No. 25(27),/31£E@WBESECRE 1766, is
primarily significant as one of this original series which, with some 113
additional monuments and mounds, represents a boundary of national and state
importance, not only for its symbolism since Civil War times but alsoc for
its settlement of longstanding provincial boundary disputes and the innovative
survey methods utilized by lason and Dixon a century earlier. Locally, as
one of only 3 (of an original 4) crownstones remaining along the Harford/York
county boundary, it is significant as one of the diminishing number of objects
and structures still visually identifiable with our colonial and Civil War

heritage.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Come 1

BEMAJCT BIBLISGE APHICAL REFERENCES

(see Themaztic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __less than one acre

Guadrangle name: Delta; scale 1:24000
UTM References: zone 18 easting 39191 northing 439737

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE  Maryland COUNTY Harford

STATE . . COUNTY
Pennsylvania York

FORM PREPARED BY (z21s0 see Jean Ewing's HSI form of 11/69)

NAME/TITLE Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon Line boundary marker surveyor)

ORGANIZATION DATE 3
Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 12/12/?9(i§:§ jzzlezeé g)
STREET & NUMBER TELEP

T4208 Mount Avenue S5 5700128

CiTY OR TOWN . STATE
Phoenix, Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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N. R. FIELD SHEET

{9 MAJOR B!BLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES > S ey
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LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES
STATE: COOE | COUNTY cooE
STATE: COOE | COUNTY: COOE
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§1. FORM PREPARED BY , . .
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2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION " 'NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

) State [] Local []

National

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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